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courteous, interested, sweet-tempered, when
one feels just the contrary; one must keep
in sight the principle, and if violence must
be done, it must not be done to the better
nature. Least of all must one deliberately
take up the rOle of exercising influence.
That is a sad snare to many fine natures.
One sees a weak, attractive character, and
it seems so tempting to train it up a stick,
to fortify it, to mould it. If one is a pro-
fessed teacher, one has to try this some-
times ; but even then, the temptation to
drive rather than lead must be strenuously
resisted.

I have always a very dark suspicion of
people who talk of spheres of influence, and
who enjoy consciously affecting other lives.
If this is done professionally, as a joyful sort
of exercise, it is deadly. The only excuse
for it is that one really cares for people
and longs to be of use; one cannot pump
one's own tastes and character into others.
The only hope is that they should develop
their own qualities. Other people ought
not to be ' problems ' to us ; they may be
mysteries, but that is quite another thing.
To love people, if one can, is the only way.
To find out what is lovable in them and not